The Trail of Blood

The History of Baptist Churches from the Time of Christ, their Founder, to the Present Day
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“Baptismal regeneration & Infant Baptism.

These two errors have, according to the testimony

of well-established history, caused the shedding of
more Christian blood,as the centuries have gone by
than all other errors combined, or than possibly have
all wars not connected with persecution. Over 50
Million Christians died martyr deaths, mainly because

of their rejection of these
of the “dark ages” alone--
centuries.
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were added to Catholic faith
during the Second Council held
at Nicea (Nice), France.

of any sort, other than those of
the Catholics, were gathered and
burned. Especially was this true

of books. For several centuries
these plans and measures were
strictly and persistently followed.
Thatis, according to history, the
main reason why it s so difficult

10 secure accurate history. About

all persistent writers and preachers.
also died martyr deaths. This was

a desperately bloody period. All of
the groups of persistent heretics
(So-Called) by whatever name
distinguished, and wherever they
had lived, were cruelly persecuted
The Donatists and Paulicians, were
prominent among the earlier groups
The Catholcs,strange as it may

in the order of their promulgation.
In fact it would sometimes be next
to impossible to get the exact date
of the origin of some of these &) o
changes. They have been some-
whatlike the whole Catholic system
‘They are growths of development.
In the earler years especially, their
doctrines or teachings were subject
to constant change--by addition or
subtraction, or substitution or =
abrogation. The Catholic Church
was not, even if they claim they
were, a real New Testament Church.
Itno longer was a purely executive
body, to carry out the already made
laws of God, but had become
actively legisiative, making new
ones, changing or abrogating old
ones at will.

between the Roman and
Greek Catholics, separation
has to take place.
Differences:

1) Inthe Nationaiies: Grecks- Si

Adirect violation of one
of the commands of God—
“Thou shalt not make
unto thee any graven image”
Exodus 20:3-5.
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One of their new doctrines f ibl %
or declarations about this “Neither is there salvation
time was : B in any other; for there is none
“There is no salvation other name under heaven
ouiside of iha € Rirche given among men, whereby we
the Catholic Church, of
course, as they declared
there was no other--be a
Catholic or be lost.
There was no other
alternative

as being heretics.

Those called Catholics became
more thoroughly paganized and
Judaized than they were Christia-
nized, and were swayed far more
by civil power, than they were by
religious power. They made far
more new laws, than they observed
old ones.

“Jesus saith unto him,
1'am the way, the truth,
and the life; no man
cometh unto the Father,
but by me.”

John 14:6

10 above are at least the main
points on which they differ-otherwise
the Greek and Roman Catholic
churches, it seems, |
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Henry VIl had married Catherine of Spain but he fel in love with Anne Boleyn,
S0 he wanted to divorce Catherine, but only the Pope could grant i,
but declined, so Henry VI, being the King, threw off papal authority
ind made himself head of the Church of England.
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EXPLANATION OF THE CHART

By Dr. J. M. Carroll

ILLUSTRATING the History of the Baptist Churches from the time of their founder, the Lord Jesus Christ, until the 21st Century.

1. The purpose of this chart is to show according to History that Baptists have an unbroken line of churches since Christ and have fulfilled His prophecy—
“I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH AND THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT".

-Matthew 16:18.

the growth of C.

Baptists are not
2. The numbers at the top and bottom represent 20 centuries. The first vertical line is A.D. 1 and the second, A.D. 100 and so on.

ince they did not come out of the Catholic Church.

In the irregular churches is clearly seen

3. The horizontal lines at the bottom have between them the nicknames given to Baptists during the passing years and ages--Novations, Montanists,
Paulicians and Waldenses.

4. THE RED CIRCLES REPRESENT BAPTIST CHURCHES beginning with the first Church at Jerusalem, founded by Christ during His earthly ministry
and out of which came the churches of Judea, Antioch, and others. The red indicates they were persecuted. In spite of the bitterest opposition and
persecution, Baptist Churches are found in every age. The first nickname given them was Chrisuans the next Ana-Baptists, and s on. Ynu will notice
that during dark ages, you will notice a continual line of churches called Ana-Baptists. They and bitterly persecuted e

death by the Catholics. Near the first of the 16th Century the Ana was dropped and Ihey were smply called Baptists. The name “Bapl\sl is a “nick-

fits.

The first error was in church Government—Pastors assumed authority not glven them by Chrlst
other and smaller churches. Thus in the 3rd Century the Roman Hierarchy w:

name, and was given to them by their enemies (unless the name can be rightfully attributed to them as having been given to them by the Savior
Himself, when He referred to John as “The Baptist”. The name, however, has become fixed and is willingly accepted and proudly borne.
It was the distinguishing name of the forerunner of Christ, the first to teach the doctrine to which the Baptists now hol
"5. THE BLACK CIRCLES REPRESENT CHURCHES INTO WHICH ERROR CAME AND ARE THEREFORE CALLED--IRREGULAR CHURCHES.
Pasmrs of larger churches claimed authority over
mperor C
Inviting all churches to send representatives to form a council. The red churches-»that is Baptlst Churches refused the invitation but the irregular

It snugly
Id.

issued a call in 313 A.D.

administered in infancy or for Salvation and thus came the oldest

churches responded. The Emperor was made the head and thus the group of churches known as irregular churches became the State Church.
The Emperor continued to head the churches until Leo Il claimed authority as the successor of Peter (as the first Pope). Thus is seen how the
error in church Government developed into Popery. In the 16th Century the Protestant Churches began to come out of the Roman Catholic
Church. They are called Protestants because they protested against the errors of Catholicism.
6. It was in the year 251 that Baptist Churches declared non-fellowship with the irregular churches. They refused to accept Baptism

Bapists which means
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